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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








is better praised by that too, knowing we're not only speaking to Him, but using the very words He inspired His penmen to write.


     Pray without ceasing, go into your closet and draw near to God.  Maranatha.


__________________________
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lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace."


     We would have to stretch our imagination to understand even the least of these blessings. What must it mean to be watched over by the very God of heaven? What person could be more fortunate than to enjoy the kindliness of God's mercy and the radiance of His smile? What would we not give for God to turn His face toward us, to befriend us, and to give us wholeness and peace?


     The decision to walk with God, disavowing any path except that of His will, is a choice of high and ancient wisdom, and yet it is a choice that can be made even by the most lowly. Indeed, it seems to be the lowly, more often than the mighty, who recognize this wisdom, and these folks find that although they sometimes live without worldly well-being, they walk in safety because they walk with God. May each of us seek this same safety, this being our daily prayer: O Father, as we learn to love Your will, help us keep to Your path alone, and on that path keep us in Your care.


(Word Point by Gary Henry)





 Joe Phillips








     But you'd never know that if I hadn't told you.  Because even in the worst of slumps, I can lead a group of people in prayer and not display any signs of spiritual malaise.   And I'm sure you can do the same thing!


     Praying publicly is an awfully important work.  But it doesn't reveal my life and heart like my personal prayer life does.  It is one of two indicators of my spiritual welfare.  The other is personal Bible study.  In the former I am speaking to God and in the latter, He is speaking to me.  There is a great difference in my private and public prayers.  When I'm praying in public, I'm responsible for a large number of people, uniting all our thoughts together to send a strong, unanimous message to the God of all creation.  That is not an opportune time to bring up personal needs or requests that others cannot relate to.   Further, there is an unspoken rule that I cannot take too long to lead a collective prayer.  And that I cannot leave off praying and return to it in a few moments.


     But when I'm praying alone, and it is just God and me in the room, all these restrictions are cast off. I'm free to talk to God.  And that carries enormous responsibilities as well as blessings.  I suggest private prayer requires two things of us.


1.  Complete communion with God.  Unlike public prayers, or prayers offered over food, private times with God can occur anytime--well, anytime you're in private.  Time alone with God ought to be regular, daily.  I've confessed to you


that hasn't always been the case for me. 


But I'll also tell you there are times I've 





2.  Complete honesty with God.  When I'm praying publicly, I sometimes lapse into the familiar litany of phrases and words that I've learned by rote.  I struggle against this tendency to utter words I don't necessarily feel, but it is difficult.  And it is easy to get trapped into praying what everyone expects you to pray for--the sick, various blessings, acceptable worship, God's help for miscellaneous needs, etc.  It isn't as easy to fall into these patterns in personal prayer, unless you really mean them.  Private prayer has a way of making those phrases ring false to our own ears, as well as to the ears of God.


     What I mean is just what Jesus warned against in Matthew 6.  He called it "vain repetition." (All repetition isn't bad, but when everyone in the audience can beat you to the end of your own lines, you might reconsider your wording.)  Speaking to God in a quiet atmosphere seems to force an honesty that public prayer cannot demand.


     I urge you to implement regular times of prayer alone, and offer two suggestions that will make this more rewarding for you.  First, establish a routine of prayer.  Whether it is early in the morning, midday, or late at night, you will be more likely to keep up the practice if you keep up the practice.  Second, use scriptures, songs, or written prayers of others to be springboards for your prayers.  I find it easier to get into the spirit of prayer by recalling the words of a song, or reading a psalm before engaging God in my own conversation.  Adopting a text of scripture and modifying it to fit your special needs of the day, or moment, can make prayer a most uplifting experience for you and I suspect God





					





Private Times with God: Prayer


By Ralph Walker





I don't pray like I ought to.  Really.  I'm just not consistent, or as intense, or focused or as honest as I'd like to be.  There are times when I've gone days, even weeks, without personal private prayer.





been in constant contact with God, even within the hours of a day.  Some days are spent in fasting and then prayer pours out of one's soul like a fountain.


     1.  Complete communion with God.  Unlike public prayers, or prayers offered over food, private times with God can occur anytime--well, anytime you're in private.  Time alone with God ought to be regular, daily.  I've confessed to you that hasn't always been the case for me.  But I'll also tell you there are times I've been in constant contact with God, even within the hours of a day.  Some days are spent in fasting and then prayer pours out of one's soul like a fountain.


     Complete communion with God means I can speak with Him morning, noon and night.  It is an interesting point to me that the Bible records frequently that certain people made a practice of early morning prayer time.  David so spoke of his times with God:  "My voice shalt Thou hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee and will look up" (Psalm 5:3).  And in Psalm 63:1, he said:  "O God, Thou art my God; early will I seek Thee; my soul thirsteth for Thee …"  Daniel prayed 3 times daily, and our Lord often got up early and went out to pray.


     Late last year and early this year I set up a s schedule of three months of getting up early and praying and studying.  I arose before the sun and spent some time in the Word, letting God direct me with it, and then engaged in some intense praying, letting Him know what was happening in 


my life, heart and plans.  And asking His help and guidance.  That regular communion with God was both wonderful and painful.  Why that is so is the second requirement of personal, private prayer.








Within the Circle of God's Care


The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)





     God longs to keep us, His creatures, within the sphere of His life and His liberty. Yet we will not always allow Him to keep us within His will, and our waywardness costs us more than we can properly appreciate, given our worldly-mindedness. When we live outside the realm of God's will, we live outside the promise of His protection. And to be without His protection is to be without anything that can truly be called safety or security. We were made to live within the circle of God's care, and without His keeping, we cannot long survive.


     It was Moses who exhorted Israel with these words: "I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life that both you and your descendants may live" (Deuteronomy 30:19). And it was upon those who would choose the way of life that the priests were to pronounce this amazing blessing: "The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord 
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto; Sis. Millie Collier ; Bro. Buddy Clark


Caleb Holmes and the Holmes family with the hearing problems Caleb is facing. 


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. 


Sis Melissa Holmes as her delivery is near.


______________________________


Men's meeting Today at 3:00 P.M.


______________________________


Ladies Bible Class Monday 7:30 P.M.


______________________________


Our Gospel Meeting 


With Bro. Jeff Young begins Nov. 12th


Start making your preparations now


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Malcolm Smith


Song Leader---A. Petrochko


Lord's Supper---Philip West


   Asst. 1-----Jason Gaston


   Asst. 2-----George Wilcox


   Asst. 3-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 4-----Ken Gay 


   Asst. 5-----Rodee Bruns


2nd Prayer----Michael Burke


Read Scripture---Jeremy Green


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Joe Phillips


Closing Prayer----Marty Hammond


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Brad Bowman


Song Leader-------Zack Huff


2nd Prayer------David Holmes


Read Scripture ---Ron Wood


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Philip West


Announcements----Joe Phillips


Closing Prayer-----Rick Hulsey


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Malcolm Smith


Invitation---Jason Gaston


Closing Prayer---





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














